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comes at 1 laſt to make on me of his 
own inte andancntions to that purpoſe his 
freedom Tramnanyegrievous iniquities, as well ſuch 
as were:cogmiabte by the civil magiſtrate, as thoſe 
which were oply. liable to the divine vengeance. 
Of this latter ort were thoſe mercileſs and uncha- 
ritable diſpolitiens of mind, from which tho hu- 
man laws might be toe feeble. to reſtrain him, 


yet deſtrutFion 22 was à4 terror to him, 
and by reaſin — 2 he could not. en- 
Aare. Of the other which fall under the 


cenſure of human laws, he mentions as well 
Job XXXi, 23. 


E22 tthoſe 


| denied the God that is ab 


it. Whether it had 


name of che Lord, namely by aſcribing 
to that which is not 44 if this inter 
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peace and order of ſociety (ſuch. as . 
of adultery in the ninth verſe, concerning 
which he thus expreſſeth himſelf at the cleventh;. 
for this is an heinous crime, yea it it al ini- 
quity to be puniſhed by the judges Je whole 
which do properly affect the ſtate;and on 
of religion, ſuch as that inſtan zdplarry in 
the verſes before the text, of ge declares 
here in like manner, 7 7 1 ini- 

uity to be ſhed a aſligns 
* fe the Allowing reaſon for 1 _ have 


Tu vice here diſclaimeaay chis; * 
ter, is deſcribed in ſuch iat 
mate the true origine ff wich - 
one principal ite or ceremony o 


fore the flood, — nay? ö 


e 


CE „„ 6 
of Tdolatry as charred of Enos, the ſon-of Seth: in which 
Opinion he is owed ee, cap. 3:) be- 


tides many others both of ems and Cιff But"their opinion 


being wholly founded on a; ſingle text iti Git i, 26. Whi they © 
underſtand to mean, that men P RO FANED by calling on the © 


jon be it {elf ground- 
J<s, then all that is built upon it, mu 


But then the ſenſe of the place ix got S lee 


6. F. 27 
ver. lib, 1 * cap. 18} 1 is be 4 


from to lignifie beginnin 2 Aeording to our tranſlation, Then 
be A, 4 hows of the Lard, . 8 
; name Lor 1. 2 2 Moy 


name, and 
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et wri- 


fall at once. The word 
r indeed, if derived from , will Ggnific Profanacion: 
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"—; popular opinion, that the celeſtial orbs were in- 
Js du dited by ſome intelligent beings, which ani- 
mated and actuated them in the like. manner as 

the human ſoul does the body of man, and 

were ſo placed by God as the miniſters by 

— whoſe means he would govern and direct the 

uniyerſe To theſe therefore the people ad. 

dreſſec ſelves as to proper mediators, to 

tranſacſ ga them and the ſupream Deity; 

and then paid to em in this relation, 

they gas ultimately done to God him- 

ſelf *.2 _— — ene to it as the me- 

* 2 1 _ * Fr fra, Dan thod 
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x 8 3: cap x x3 on 
==, other hand, © Foy. off i 
Idolatry. 2 dle de mand 


ove Ee, — ee. 


ve been inpiety lect of religion; to which per- 
haps it was owing, that We Arr th the Good men ran into the 
 extream of 1 wid. Furien ut ſupra. Tho? 


- __ - _ fame, who allow that gent ret any £ or gr 
_ >, the, marr; Races wevertheleſs concluded, from —— 
Wich the impiety of the Antediluvians is deſcribed, | 
re ee 
„) that there: muſt have been ſome kind of 
Hereſy or ei among them, See Heidegger ut ſupra exercis, 8, 
Mie Dean e, ofthe has th 
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| fed Godbal treated the ftars and celeſtial orbs to the 

| dF + eee high ſtation that they might 
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thod of jdlatry 
the ſun (ſays he) wher-it ſpinedꝭ or tum. 


ſecretly entitra, or ' my mi hath lee ny © 


ous worſhip” and adotation to em. And there»: 
fore it as that God gave his peopfg ſpreial 
caution againft chis' practiee : — 


thine eyes (lays He) unto a” when 
thou 3 the ſun, amd nbi fſars, 
even all the hut of hruven, pp 9 


 dfjven' to wor /i rhem and g 
Tux ſame madneſs which p 


them ſtill farther, to erect ſtatue _ 


_—_ or reſidence-amongitlienl Thus 


ur ue, And the HM veob- 


ſeryed' of others, tho when due e Practice 
of image-worſpip was introduce; — 


| eritirged. it 
en were made either of men decealed 


15 N N From hente . worthy "ail 
2 and honour aid 2 td ew * 
thoſe whom he bud m and 


Pie as of red rn done vo his mi- 
, . Mammon. 


Job. Fs ns ra We. 1 
Vid. Maimon. & Prideaux e 1 Senden de 
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2#d b: l. e: H I ee made theſe the objects 
of my ttuſt and confidenee, ot paid any religi- 
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this. proſtitution of divine hono rried | 


the ftonourof thefeimagin ary dellenny —— 
by to ſecure , in eſſere f eee, * 
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aid to have repreſemtec? EG | L 


much-farrher; and the like re- 
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walking in brightneſs, amd my heart hath N Pg 
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ref legendary heroes. In one wey or the 
Sher, „ whe practice of ddelatry. uns gion ſo ge- 


N byche time of Abrabam, that the: Patriarch 


was almoſt:ifinguiar-for: ſanding out againſt it, 
and is therefore 


as ca memorable ex- 
zample of faith and t integrity. Others as the 
eee have ahhotred the uſe of images, 
but! vet paid their. worſhip: to fe, Which Was 
Aueh g deſigned; 5 ſy bol ef the ſun w. 
And e Zabianc and they, however 
oppoſite ſects, may {com to have 


1 nal. 
che rites of 140 worſhip , , that of 55 


lata Was very ancient and remarkable. 
this 


mention in the book of Fans, ; 
to Elijah, I have me ſeven 
I Al the knees which have not 


Ed ante Baa, und every -month which - hath 
ACRE: him 3 Aud in the Prophet 


** 2 Ser that ſacriſce K IS S the 
dere may be room to queſti- 

on, "= lit were cuſtomary! to E the, idol 
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tbe men kifs the calves, kicks = 

Jy He eo 2 joke eee with the 

Na E was thought to receive the 

ELK fram 1 C vid Selden 
Dis 1285 cap. 6. and” Fejey ry, 

T on p-. 1 „But 1 ſhould rather. — 4 this 

gw of 17 5 to 5 . 3 

© the ſacrificer 8 men, or in our wanflat 
— fry acrifice. s to take both 


1 So gne wou üld pe 
thoſe 6 texts in Kings and Hoſea? o ey their: ſons 
$428 to 


4 . 

( 8 * 
were bending their bodies towards it. Some? 
times it is certain the latter practice prevalleds, 
either for expreſſing greater reverence of the 
idol i, or becauſe it was placed 
reach b { or the worſhippers were too far diſtant, or 
perhaps were but occaſionally paſſing by. Of this 
there are ſundry teſtimonies in profane author: 
the Greeks and ' Romans having manifeſtly de- 
rived this: practice froim the Eafterg ” e . 


—ͤ — pe 3 
|  Signa manus dextras if attenuati 
s TAN TUN 


1 In orando dextram ad oſculum referiaddl 
circumagitnus. Tü. uf. bib. 28. cap. . ABMRORNS | 
Fang be in enconio prope Pony Xripes 4 ES < 


2 a pllge in Ls Lucian week „ Jar 
ETEYgTs Tas Puri ; vl * T06pny , 

Anya ade 6 Of He aa 

feln Thy &uTg far. N.. more plainly 'Apwleins (Mn. 

132. edit. Paris 1688.) the eee of a 

e nm N oribus ſuis der primore digito in 

te, ut ipſam prorſus Deum ease, rell- 

wy — CEE So Fob in the verſe be- 

re the text, ſpeaking of the heayenly bodies : hen hath bi 

my hand. And Lucian ¶ ciel dx, yol. 1. 29% edit, 

1687.] ſpeaking of the Indians worſhiping the 8 
ode une galerie, 3 e ud 


as Toy 
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culis, u. r. A. And ſo E g Try is to he underſtood 


Apol. cap. 16. p. 16. adir . Paris, 1675. J.,  Pleriquerveltrum, a 
r celeſtia adorandi, ad l, labia vibra- 
8; 4; © 50 Minutics Felix (in Octav. Juxta. initium) Ceacilius, 
fimulacro Serapidis denotato, (ut vulgus ſuperſtitious folet) manum 
ori admovens, oſculum labiis F And more Apuleius 


( Apolog. p. 496.) deſcribing ilianus a neglef# 2 7 * 
ut audio, 9 ibus iis W., iſtum novere, 


ævi ſupplicavit, nullum Templum ae, Ts ene 
Fee, nefas habet adorandi gratid manum libris 5 2dmovere. 
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nidng whom its gt quity is Evident from 
his Ins e of Job, If my mouth” hath kiſſed 


"my hand".""" 911? un 1 9 i GA 


Tur frequency of the ceremony gave occaſion 
to it's being ſometimes put for religious worſhi 


in general, as in that paſfage of the Pai, 
EN n 
to this 


„ er to im. 
Dae, havEWppoſcd as well the Gree dero Wis 
as the La gboratio to owe its original *, * 'From 


hence, Ae Sther acts of religion, it has been 
drawn ie a mark of civil reſpect /, and has 


* wee 1 int 111 ou 82 l 270 37 71 
8 a xxx. [Eno Thur Pam nn mary 4 my 
4% ern * that of the idol, and 
his i 55 ſubſtitute 7 — Worſhip to it, ready to 
UT Fees A [Rainald. in bib. nm. 2. 
e, e Vet chooſe to explain this by an pallage or 


y to out cranſlaion; [i4. 
Glaſſa — ors bro 219;]'Andfor: the) worthiper 


nes bis 6iſes to t idol 
his Ee 8 e F 
: al. 2. 12. #4 rr 
| ſubmittere . & Hebrzi, juxta linguæ D 
oſculationem pro vegeratione ponunt. Hieron, . contra Rufin. 
L. 1. % 7 - r s veneratio 
oſtendebatur variis flectendi * * formis: i 0 Græcos & 
*r uod pro priè eſt 
— {Bi Firs & funvie 2. quod eſt oſcu- 
lor. Nee alind fi "change died non ab orare, i. e. pre- 
eri factum, ed ab eo quod manus admoveatur ori. Ita Grotius in 
Deal ad Exod 3x. 5. Thus ſacere ofeuls with Tacitus 
* lib, T. cap. 36.) and adorare vulgum hape the lame meaning, 
is mani men, Tacit. Annal. 16. cap . 
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point, in order ig reprefent- he dc ture 
and cir es of that ime, concerning 
* — is 7 of, IG has made 3 

atation; Thu * 
pruifped by 1 fir i 1 rw 4 
_ the Gad that ij an, 1 H ot 


How! vere his: ſcorignancs' ite 
man) to thoſe conceits, Which e have ſeen 
advanced ang propagated by certai navelilts 
among our ſelves, who in defiance ¶ that very _ 


conſtitution, for which they. proſeſs mote a- 


bundant zeal, and in flat 


2 ſupremacy , which they 
acknowledged, do inſiſt it a Tmataral 


right, for all men 10 publiſh choir apipigns 1 


our let or moleſtation, and diſclaim all 


or power of the gi 
ly religious! 
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ſo miſchieou a. 
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Rev Tag, * — nor. in Schiel 
| 2 DIA of this ſome have 
Proverbs, where ſpeaking of the right * equal arneP ves. 


juſtice, the wiſe man has remark hiſs his 
that groeth a right an 1 xiv. 18 . 
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n Beto" as 4 diſtinct Cet. 
TlftClllFcotimiftat GH Apöſtles and theilt 
ſic: Battle other is tar atlthority which 
we ellen" fot” it the” avi Nrgiſtrate and! 
which Gullit be be 'Sxcted! BY Him för thera- 
and Mabliſtititiit of tit This 
18 Ni 1 * from theſe enſuing argu- 
0 amely, 
"vs es the prevepts and examples of this 
Kind in the Old Teſtament, 

B 2 2. FROM 


c 12 y | 
8. Frox. the, characters and e 
which relate to Fil genere under the, Chriſ 
tian diſ lation. 1 946-1 13 Vio 914 373 


3. F RoM.the.,uniy conſent and opinion. 
of Mankind in this particular. | * 


4. FRoM the nature and reaſon ef Backing 


itſelf. 2 fil ZT 28 2 to! 22040 12 
en ul 10 nohezib g! 
(EI NSH from the precepts and examples 
of this kind in the Old Teſtament. 


WazN God was pleaſed to take upon him- 
ſelf the government of Ifrael, he did it - in the | 
quality of a king *, and reſented it as 
nity offered him, when they asked to He an- 
other king ict over them, ile all. the mations®. 
In this capacity he gave them laws, , for. 
the eſtabliſhment of their religion, a8. the, di- | 
rection of their civil polity © „ : Moſes Sy. 
whoſe , minifcy be. ;uſed, on ae 
therefore. deſcribed do have been. 2 oy. 
fhurun . Now What ſhould be inferred from, 
this, but that the princes of the earth ought to 
conform themſelxes to the divine example, and, 
exert their authority for the. ſuppott and eſtabliſh-. 
bliſhmene of true religion) For, tho i this 
the calc be different, that che e queſtion con- 
cerning the truth, of . 55 is not affected by 
the countenance/ or oppoſition of their. Jaws, 2s, 
it. was bythe, diving; Pet, in this tz will be, 
found to agree, that the ige tl, 
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otherwiſe appear to be true; will equally deſerve 
to be ſupported by the ſupream authority. ä 
Fon this purpoſe God himſelf provided, that 
when the people ſhould deſire an alteration in 
the form of government; the King, who ſhould 


be over them, ſhould be obliged © fo write him- 
ſelf a copy of the laut, and to read therein all 
the days ee his life, that he might learn to fear 
the Lord his God; and this not-merely for his 
private edification and inſtruction, but to direct 
him in diſcharging the duties of his high ſtation, 
to keep all the words of this law (as it follows) 
and theſe ſtatutes to do them, by ſeeing namely, 
that they be punctually obſerved in every parti- 
cular, well in the rites and ceremonies of 
= as in the diſtribution of civil Juſtice. 
"whence it appears to have been a ſtated 


. at the time of coronation, to deliver 
e teſtimonys or the law of Moſes into the 
. hafdy in order to be thus tranſcribed by 


8 ad 1 19. The Hebrem is un 
Inge legis, which the Fews ally, explain to mean, 
rw. copies of the law, one to be written by him as a private perſon 
the < was king; one to be kept in his archives, the other to be 
'abour wich bim. Others a th; reſtrain'd the Phraſe to-mean, 
only the book of ' Denteronomy, which is Property duplum legis, a 
duplicate or ion of the law [viz. by way of compendium 
or abridgement] ; n is feu by the. LXX verſion of 
eren, and by the vulgar Latin deuteronomium legis. 
2 others have underſtood it, and I conceive” with better 

99 7 mean ſimply, as tis here render d, a tranſcript — 
1 vid. Carpxov. not. in Schic hard. de fur. Reg. 
8 2 ** xi. 12. 2 Chron. XxTifi. 
e Mu 469 NN Bo MAY 
17. DI In Fad The teſtimony] i. e. the book of the law, as it is 
written, 6 be with him, and he n 

of bis he. R. Sal. Jarchi comment. in 2 Kin, xi, 12 


93:11 him, 


"king - 
likewiſe —.— the Lord and 


is religion. 
"Fun like N -and Wh 
the law was given afterwacde-10- Jef 


adv ; 
let it be yo¹ earneſt care to b ee 
it. 

3 r to! ſuch. diceRions. the Plous 
kings of Judah were careful to enforce the pre- 
pts, and prohibitions of the law withy.freſh- ſan- 
ions of their own; to require the A 
mance of divine worſhip,, and preſeribenew rules 
of expedieney and order; where the Jaw Hu dete a 
latitude for doing it. So it was. that” David* 
and Solomon® methodized the: courſes: of the 
Prieſts and Levites concerning” Witt Moſes | 
had given no direction: And when. afterwards 


the face of religion was eminent 


* Kin l. 17. 2 Chen. xxiii.. 16. | of. 
Pl. ii. 10% 24+ „mii Gels * tpn ee 5 
viii, 14. * . | 
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the abominabte corruptions introduced in the 
reigns of Aba and Manaſſeb, with what 
zeal and earneſtneſs did Hezekiob and Ja- 
ſiahe apply themſelves to reform thoſe hor- 
rible abuſes, not only by deſtroying all the in- 
ſtruments and accaſions of idolatry, bur likewiſe 
by uſing their authority with prieſis and people, 
to enjoin that due obſeryation at. religious rites, 
which was preſcribed em in the law of Moſe. 

to enfotee moreover the injunctions of 
and of yalomon, and add harmoniaus conſorts of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſick as they ſaw occa- 
ſton. Need Ladd to this what was done of 
the like kind by Aſar and Jebaſbapbat a, Who 
due ſe far from being blamed. for exerting their 
_ authority to ſuck pious that tis men- 
tienes to. their honour as a proof of their in- 


W and matter of the higheſt commenda- 


ILA well aware. of the objection made by 
ſome; that whatever wes done of this kind by 
— — they did in the capacity 

of pres, not of kings. But they would 
do wall to ſhew us, what ſpecial commiſſion 
they-regeived diftin& & from. the general duties of 
their Ration. Of David indeed it is confeſſed 
that the instructions which he gave to Solamam, 
for the building and ſervice of the 
e the influence and deen of 


*: 1 | Kio. Wii. 2 Chron. xxix. ang ol » 2 Kin, 
A. 2 Chron, xxxiv & xxxy. ” 1 Kin. xv. 12, &c. 
ron. XIV." 3, 4. 5. & ch. xv. 1216. 1 Chron. 
6, Kc. ch. Kix. +: & ch. xx, 3, 21. 


the 
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the Holy Spirit i. But it is no where inti- 
mated, tine either David or Solomon had any: N 
new power conveyed to em for that purpoſe, K 
but only that their former power was anew. 
enforced, that they were ſpecially enlightned to 
direct em in the exerciſe of it, and more ſtrict- 
ly bound to exerciſe it in that manner. For a 
proof of this we may conſider, that when Da- 
vid, before ſuch extraordinary inſpiration, had 
deſigned to build the temple himſelf, and 
doubtleſs to preſcribe ſome rules for the greater 
regularity of its miniſtrations, the piety of his 
purpoſe was approved not only by Nathan, the 
prophet, but by God himſelf, notwithſtand- 
ing he was required to leave the execution of. 
it to his ſon: For ſo ſaid God unto im; 
Whereas it was in thine heart to bu 
houſe unto my name, thou didſt well, that it Was) 
in thine heart, nevertheleſs thou ſhalt not build 
the houſe but thy ſon*. The authority for aQt- 
ing and the skill to act, are clearly diſtin 
ideas; and Solomon well knew how to diſtin- 
| guiſh them upon another occaſion, . hen he 
. pray'd for a wiſe and wnder/tanding heart to 
judge that great people v, The ls A rg dement 
| he had before as a king; but the 
_F was what he till wineed, and that he rn 
| afterwards by inſpiration. - 
| As for the other Kings of Judah, there is 
no ſhadow of reaſon to believe them endued 


* x Chron. xxviii. 12, 19. „ Sm. Lil. 1 Chron. 
xvii. 1, 2. 1 Kin. viii, 18, 19, 2 Chron, vi, 8, 9. 
een 2 Chron. i. 10. | 
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with the ſpirit of prophecy: And if there were 
Prophets ſometimes ſent to encline and move 
them to the like pious undertakings; yet this was 
not underſtood to convey to them any New. au- 
thorityz; but only. to excite. them to a vigorous ex- 
erciſe of that with. which. they were alrcady in- 
veſted ; to make a right uſe and application of 
their regal power. rh ag leryice.,of 
religion... 1 * N and . 


2 er gh 
itted, But the 


J e tad the. LIE we hope, 
5515 Ay e 91 
arch. inro l 


| £2 it is bo Heme thatthe - 5K of Ze. 
Emperors, in far 5 the Zewiſh Church, 

are aſcribed to the | ne guid ance and- impulſe of 
the holy Sp 1 
To all this may be added that the Kings of 
Judah, who tid 5 much of this kind, are ſome- 
times blamed for not doing ſtill more; for not 
uſing the ande they had® without waiting for 
a new ia miſſion, to reſtrain their people from 
the prey: ds. but ſchiſmatical, practice of wor- 
Thipping at other Altars, beſides that of Jeruſalem: 
in which caſe this complaint comes often i in as 
& 1 5, EW i: er x | 
— — — 42 2 vi. 8 


——— Exr. vii. 6, 27, 28. Ne. I. 1 l. and il. 8. of all of them, 
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at * to their * ; 9 the 


hes were not the 2 
and bum Conſt f, n thi 
places f.33 JJ EL 1103 5744150. 


Ee: org em ag 


worſhi very fees hatloo/l With tte ak ric pre 
ſerice Lis difcoutfes of our bleſſed Savior , Fa 
though they were not mention itr the E of 
Moſes, but, as to the fatti or method obleryt ig 
them, feem to have been matter of human inſti- 
tution, and fubject to the regiitation of 75 high-. 
eB But that we may not ſeem to depend 
ly on the examples of the of Teſfamert, 
nor yeton e nfm aeenora new,” thr lame 


Is ” be argued, 
from thoſe characten nd preſs: 
ions which relate to ciyit governors 2 he 
Chriſtian diſpenſation. Fot to them are thoſe 
epts beforemctition'd given by thi royat Pal. 
5 to Ei the fort, and ſerve he Lind with 
fear *: to them not merely as men, but as th 
ate inveſted with the royal dignity ; for it is in qua. 
tity of Kings, that the language of the fang 


is addreſſed to them nor could the rules which 


ke preſcribes, irt atiy other view, "be mote the. 
matter of their care and concern, tktan they were 
of private men Te ſve tn prophet ers 
N rvitn — 
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(9) 
and authotity >. And to that purpoſe it isforetold 
elſewhere by the ſame Pſalm. that ail Kings 
ſhould ful dem befare' bim and all nations 
ſhould 4 him ſer vie : yyhich can ſcarce be un- 
derſtood of their embrecing his Religion in a 
private capacity, but muſt in all reaſon extend to 
their recelving it into the national ęſtahliſhment, 
and ſupporting it by the additional aug ans and 
encouragement of human laws. 
Or what elſe can we explain chat protection 
ptomiſed to the Church, when the ſons of 
ſtrangers i ſhould build wp her alle, and their 
Kings ſhould miny/ter wnto- het ae And when 
ſhe is farthet deſcribed to ſuſt the mill of the 
_ Gentiles, and the breaſts of lings? What elſe 
can be infer'd from hence, but that the princes of 
the carth; converted to the faith of Chriſt, wo 
think themſelves obliged to ute their wealth a 
their authority for the propagation and encteaſe 
of his religion, to ſecure it from outward harms, 
and ſupply ſomething analogous to that nutrition 
8 5 —— 7 Fuge W whereby. they 


. 1 we Ie! * 4 


y Domino 4 "romp 


"»i » Quoniodo 
contra juflh go be "feferieats prohibendo atque 
pleftendo? Aliter' enim ſervit . 


5 ry 7 homo eſt, ſervit 4 fideliter; quia Fero etiam Rex 
8 ſer dit, juſta preccipientes & — TERED thats. 
nienti vi nor ſervivit O_— by 4 Anguft. ad 
Banifac. Mili. 187. Bene d. 0. t 

pr ono Deo era in guantar rges Jn, 2 oy 
2 prohibeant, nan ſolum quæ pertinent 
S 
em. contra Cre 5 
Y Aan uni. 17. mer 1155 1 
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gradually advance from their infant ſtate, to a 
ſtate of manhood and maturity f? d ZW al 
On f all this ſhodid be too little to-Latisfy our 
captious adverſaries; let them add to the accouit 
what the fame Prophet has foretold, in terms 
more clear and expreſs, concerning that protecti- 
on which the Chriſtian Church fhould- receive, 
upon tlie converſion of the civil powers : Th ſhall 
bring thy ſons (ſays he) in their arms and thy daughs 
ters ſhall be carried upon their ſhoulders: — kings 
ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and their queens thy 
murſing mot herss. Their ſtation qualifies them 
to protect and nouriſſi it, in a manmer tibt to be 
expected from their ſubſects, who are not inveſted 
with the ſame Authority: and this is at once im- 
plied to be their duty, and foretold to be their 
practice; that in this ſenſe at leaſt, as it is ſaid im 
the Apoealyprical Viſi on of St. John, the kingdoms © 
of this World may become the kingdumt & our 
Lord and of his Chi, ſubject to his ne and 


ſubſ⸗ ervient to his religion. 
AccorDinNGLY when the Empire ee 


Chriſtian, we may ſoon obſerve theſe predictions 


to have been punctually verified: when the pious 
Emperors, not only were actually ſolicitous about 


the ſupport and eſtabliſnment of pure Chriſtianity, ' > 
but acknowledged that o be the wol recen 


Inter cxtera quibus ditatur Eccleſia, 8 EY Klvitoris Sekt 
videmus Cæſares Romanos Chriſti jugo colla ſubmittere, & dif- 
care Eccleſias expenſis publicis, & adverſus perſecutiones gentiuns, * 
atque inſidias Hæreticorum legum ſeita pendere. D. Hieron, comment, 
in Eſai. . 10. Juxta Septuaginta. Druitias regum romec#;. Qua 4 
vitiæ ſecundum hebraicam veritatem ubera ſunt regum atque 
rum, quibus naſcentium in Chriſto iir, & nutritur — 


Lum in v. 16. 5 Iſa. xlix. 22,83. Rev. xi. 15. . 
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(++) 
of all their buſineſs, the firſt and principal part of 
their concern i. To the ſame principle we owe 
the benefit of our own happy eſtabliſhment : and 
may God, of his great mercy, continue them 
without interruption to our lateſt poſterity !' But 
theſe remarks perhaps had been more properly 
referred to the | 
3. Taw1RD argument propoſed in vindication 
of ſuch authority of the civil powers, which is 
drawn from the univerſal conſent and opinion of 
Mankind in this particular. * | | 
Ix ͤ may by this time appear what has been 
thought in the eib and Chriſtian Church: but 
the aſſertion in the text is a proof of their opini- 
on, who had not the advantage of either diſpen- 
Nation, but ſeem to have derived their notion of 


4. the.matter, from the dictates of right reaſon, or 


the maxims of tradition, or elſe from ſome diſtinct 
and ſpecial revelation. The crime which 70 re- 
fers to, was manifeſtly in matter of religion. It 
lay in a wrong choice of the object of divine 
worſhip, and did not directly concern the peace 


and order of the civil ſociety, It was not again 


Inter imperii noſtri maximas curas, Catholicz legis reretentia 
aut prima ſemper, aut ſola eſt. Neque enim aliud aut belli laboribus 
agimus, aut paeis conciliis ordinamus, niſi ut verum Dei cultum or- 
bis noſtri plebs devota cuſtodiat. Imperat. Theodor. & Honor. Marcel- 
lune in e Ten, eod. 16. Tir. 1 1. I. 3. An 410. Inter cæteras ſc- 
licitudines quas amor publicus pervigili nobis cogitatione indixit, 

puam Imperatoriæ Majeſtatis curam eſſe perſpicimus religionis 
- indaginem. Theodoſ. C Valentin. Novel. lib 1. Tit. 3. De Fudeis, Sa- 
maritanis, &. An. 439. Nos maximam habemus ſolicitudinem cir- 
ca vera Det dogmata, & circa Sacerdotum honeſtatem. Fuſtinian. Epi- 
- Shame Auth, Coll, 1 Tir. 6. Nov. 6. Omne nobis eſt ſtudium & 
oratio, ut crediti nobis a Domino Deo bene vivant, & ejus inve- 
niant placationem. Fuſtinian. Aut hent. Coll. 6. Tir. 6. Conflantinopoli- 
lan. a 
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that atheiſm or contempt of all religion, which 
the greateſt patrom of latitude allow to be intole- 
' rable 3 but it was that preference of one form of 
religion to another, in which they contend that 
no power upon earth ſhould interpoſe, but all 
men ſhould be left to the exerciſe of equal ; 
ſo long as they abuſe it not to prejudice the publick 
ſecurity.” And yet this is the crime of which. Zob 
has declared, that it were an iniquity to be p pumi ſb- 
ed by the Judge who conſequently thought it 
to be the Judges duty, as well as privilege to in- 
terpoſe in ſuch matters and exert the authority 
with which he is inveſted, as well for the ſupport 
and encourage ment of ſound doctrine and a pure 
worſhip, as for the ſuppreſſion of all vain ſuper- 


ſtition and impoſture. And what was the ground 


which he aſſign d for his opinion? Not any dan- 
ger of temporal inconvenience or Wet (cho 
that without doubt may have it's weight:) but the 
diſhonour which is done to God by ſuch idolatry 
for 1 he) I ſhould have denied the God that is 
&bove ; ſo that the care of religion as ſuch, was 
in his opinion one part of the Magiftrate's con- 
cern, and not merely as it might happen to affect 
the outward ſecurity and welfare of e 


Br what need to inſiſt upon particular teſti. 
monies, when the whole conduct of the antient 


* 


Patriarchs might be appear d to on fis bead: 


* The Hebrew is 99D W or C2178 as it is 66 the r 1 


for, the y i (able 1 
See 


Sal. ben Melech in Miclal Tophiad loc. — | 


to be met with : but that 
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whiltt the Piieftood it felf was gencral exercil- 
ed by him. who hed ſupream power |, from bay 
— — 19. af xd ision w 
inſeparable dem higoffice?. P28 em it fee 
to have been draw into example among benden 
nations, whoſe King, were many of them 
Preefts® : And when afterwards the offices be- 
emo ſepatate, yet in remembrance of that anti- 
ent combination, the title of King * was for 
ſome time aſcribed to one of the prime adminiſtra- 
fors of religious rites among the Romans, even 
whilſt the r n form of government pre- 
vailed ; as on the other hand the title of Pontifex 
Arimur which had at firſt been Eto ales 
es Ag and frequently annex d to o 


vie. wp 
, 5 19. T. . 7 x ria. rr 
— — 


& privati cod&m {acer 

ae S Citero d. 

S oro thoi fer Virg. Eneid. 3. 
n & regi Frerno ati Au-. 3 


222 or Rex acrificulus. See Kemmer. Ate ps 
Rerum deinde Fray habita 25 2 quia dedatn 
— — necubi regu deſiderium 
1d facerdotiurh Pöneigel ſubjectre, 

2. To this office ſome have fi 


laſt cited, tho ſpeaking 8. 
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of the firſt rank in the time of their republicks; 
was afterwards retained by the Emperors them- 
ſelves, till at laſt it was refuſed by Gratian, not 
becauſe” he thought himſelf unconcern'd in mat- 
ters of religion, but becauſe he judged that title, 
taken from the heathen Prieſthood, to be un- 
worthy of a Chriſtian Emperor 4. 1 
Non was it, in thoſe who uſed it, a mere 
empty title: For tho many conſiderations made 
it proper, to ſeparate the civil from the facred 
function, as expreſs inſtitution has done in the 
Church of God; yet ſtill they: thought them- 
ſelves concern d to exert their power, in defence 
of the religion they profeſs'd; and the rights 
which were ſecured by the laws of the twelve 
tables, conformably to the laws and conſtitutions 
of other nations, were as well thoſe which con- 
cern'd the ceremonies of religion, as thoſe 
which related to the publick intereſt of the ſtate, 
or the property of private perſons, + ; 

AND leſt we ſhould ſuſpect all this to be mat- 


Ante hunc [P. Licinium Craſſum, qui ch Zdilitatem Curulem 'peti- 
turus erat] intra centum annos & viginti, nemo præter P. Corne- 
liam Caluſſam, Pontifex maximus creatus fuerat, qui ſellã curuli 
non ſediſſet. Livii hiſt. Rom. lib. 2 5. cap, . r e nw! 
r Kr To cenie D Tpariang rue pole), Arte- 
care The wuryow, Abi Loui Kpigiars Y eee wers. Toſimus 
ubi ſupra. Morem autem illum conjungendi Imperium 
cum Sacerdotio, per anuos ferme bis mille quingentos toto orbe ter- 
rarum, multis in locis etiam ſeriùs uſurpatum, alibi quidem regum 
luxus, ſocordia aut bellicz occupationes, in populo autem Dei lex 
divina, abrogavit. Grotius de imp. ſummar. poteſt. airus ſacra, cap. 2. 
$ 5. Eadem ferme habentur apud Heidegger. exercit. 3. 6 6. n 


Jus triplex tabuls quod ter ſanxere quaterne, | | GE, 
SAC RUM, privatum & populi commune 10 b . 
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tex of uſurpation, and encroachment, acting 
without their proper ſphere, and. intermeddling 
Abuſineſs by no means their own; it may be 
added, that they wha hayo, written as phivofa- 
hers, and. treated, mal accurately of the nature 
and ends of government, have becn, ſo far from 
reckoning the affairs of religion to be cxemptcd 
from — * of the. civil. powers, that on the 
contrary they. have eſteemed them to be the. firſt 
and moſt impottant pati ob. their concern t,. But 
of this we may be able to make judgment qu 
ſelycs, When I "tha have offered. inthe = 


„ Foun za and, laſt place, what is fanther- 
to be argued) te this purpoſe - n tha: nature 
N eee thing it ſelf. 


"Wa I dhe who. eſgouſe. the Scher Side. of 
the queſtion, alert. ſecular. ſecurity; and peace to 
be the, only End af civil government, tor which) 
all, its enterpriſes and deſigns ſhould; he ſubſer- 
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N 1. f. 2. ner 6 e. 
icta potiſſimum N objecto mT Prout 
| tur. . .aRionis. nobile & pretibſum violatum 
E ac deterior habetur actio. Inter iſta porro 
| CE robs immenſum excellit Deus O. M, its wd | 
— cxteris maxime deteſtanda habetur actio, quæ directè in ipſius 
contumeliam tendit. Prffendorf. de jur. nat. & gent. I. B. c. 3. 4.18. 


018 D ö vient 


(' 26 :) 3 


vient, they grant us more than they are aware 
for the proof and ſupport of our conclufſon. 
For what can conduce mote to ſuch welfare 


and ſecurity, than the care of that virtue and re.” 


ligion, which' is encouraged” with The promiſes 
of the preſent life,” as well as of that which js 
to come 757 that ſeeking of the Kingdom of Go, 

in conſequence wheteof we are freed from 1 
anxious folicitude, and taught to depend on the 
proviſion”! of our heavenly Father for the 24d. 
tion of all outward goods w ſo is the doctrine 
of the new teſtament conſonant with that of 
the old, where almoſt every page contains a de- 
monſtration of this kind, and ſhews how victory 
over enemies, how the fertility of the ſoil, and 
every ſort of wealth and proſperity among Gods 
antient people, were made to depend on their te- 
ligious obſervance of divine laws. Nos has it 
eſcaped the obſervation of heathen 48 Well FS : 
chiſtian x writers, how the proſperous or ac. 
verſe condition of the ſtate, hath been aſüally 
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" 1, Tim, ir. 8. {| Mat. vi. 33. 1 4:Infrerhint® 
enim borum deinceps annorum vel ſecun res, vel adverſab inves- 
nietis omnia proſperè eveniſſe ſequentibus Deos, "adverſs 
Canes. Tins bop. orat. M. Fur. CAE e you 8 e 
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proportioned to its neglect or regard for the in- 
1 and dutics of religion. jy oh! v4 


LITE INISFQDL © 55 37:7 10 101169 ' $481 7 


0 >ImprED religion has a natural tendency to 
make men good citizens and faithful ſubjects, 
and thereby to promote the intereſt and good of 
the community :: for as its precepts preſcribe ſuch 
a behaviout-as. may be moſt conducive to the 
publick ſafety, ſo its doctrines haye a pow 
efficacy to enforce. thoſe precepts, and its: dns 
ceremonies are calculated to encreaſe that reye- 
rence with which we. ſnould receive them. The 
nearet any» ſyſtem of religion approaches to the 
truth, the more will theſe benefits be found re- 
dounding to ſociety :; and there is nothing from 
which the common wealth has more to appre- 
hend, than from .corruptions in the grand ar- 
ticles of faith, unleſs it be from 99 Athe-. 
iſm anda contempt of all religion. that if 
temporal welfare were acknowledged the chief 
end of government, yet even in this view the 


care of religion would appear to be * in- 
chmbent on che civil magiſtrate. -- ION 
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OP rok Philo. Jud. de Monarchia, lib. 1. p. 632. 
Heu primæ ſcelerum cauſæ mortalibus zgris 
TER neſcire Deum. | 
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Bur to ſay the truth, this 18 — 2nd 4 
— repreſentation of the end of government. 
he glory of God, the ereator and governo of 
all things, y whom Kings reign®, is chat ulti- 
mate end to which all their acts and enterpriſes 
ſhonld be conſtantly ſubſervient. They hould 
remember in the words of good King 
phat, 2 ory 2.— but for the 


Lord , e glory therefore they ought to 
have r in judgment, and not merely to nu- 
man or tem conſiderations. And if chen 


his glory be advanced by the ſupport of found 
religion, and the fubyerſion ' of all ertar und 
wickednefs, there can be no doubt but it is their 
duty to exert the authority, which they recrive 
from him, for ſuch , and to account 
themſelves happy in the attainment of them 4. 
There is one and the fame inviſtble Head and: 
King over the eccleſiaſtical and the civil commu. 
nity, whoſe viſible fabſtitutes, in ach, ſhould 
endeayour, within the proper ſphere of chrir 

activity, to promote his glory in both. And 
therefore as the paſtors of the church on one 
hand ſhould extend their views to the peace 
and order of the civil focicty, ſo likewiſe foald 
the civil powers on the other hand exert: their 
authority for the cltabliſhment oo onal 
of true * | TEL 


Prov. viii. x5. 2 Chron. xix. G. 
* Felives eos { Rege: Gee, dicimus, ſi ſuam 
ad Dei cultum maximè dilatandum, Majeſtati ejus famulam faci- 
ant. D. Auguſt. de civit, Dei. bb. 4. 4b. 24+ 
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THE welfare of the people over whom they 


"= preſide, is another end of government ſubordi- 


mate to the former: but he who imagines that 
welfare to be only temporal, does but conſider 
things by halves, and faſtens his eyes upon the 
ſhadow of happineſs, whilſt he neglects the ſub- 
Nance, As all our actions in this life ſhould be 
conducted with a view and proſpect towards ano- 
ther, ſo the laws of the ſtate ſhould be princi- 
pally calculated to ſecure and rectify us in 
that view and pr and not top in the pro- 
viſion of fading and tranſitory goods, with the 
negle&t of ſuch as are lafting and ſubſtantial. 
The end of the ſacred and the civil authority 


— is ſo far the fame, that they are both alike direct. 


ed to the real * 
nity ©. | 


 AGREEABLE to all this is St. Pauls ac- 
count of the duty of the ſupream power, when 
he deſcribes him as the miniſter f God for good 
— 4 revenger to execute ewrath upon him that 
doth evil*® The end of his office, we ſee, is 
the attainment of GOod, of good abſolutely 
as ſuch, and conſequently A LL good, whether 
fpiritual or temporal, that (as the ſame Apoſtle 
elſewhere has it) wwe muy lead quiet and peace- 
. able life iu all godiineſs and bongſtys : —— 
* well as honeſty, in a regular diſcharge of 

uu T6 inn. E= Yup wal 
2 - ot 7 8. du, 1 & r *** 4156 


. e TW Tay bn, cormglas. Nader. Peluſior. l. 3. epiſf. 
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our duty towards God, no leſs than in all ſocial *. 


virtues one towards another. The preſcribed. me- 


thod of his government is adapted to ſo good an 


end, namely, o execute wrath upon him that 
doth evil, to diſcourage and puniſh evil doers 
of both one fort and the other, as well in the 
matters which concern religion, as in thoſe which 
are of ſecular or temporal concernment, that (as 
Solomon has it in the book of Proverbs) the King 
that ſitteth in the throne 7. judgment may ſcat- 
ter away ALL evil with his eyes". ES 
I have now done with the arguments which 

I propoſed to urge in proof and vindication of 
this authority: My next buſineſs will be, = 
II. SEcoNnDLY, to anſwer the moſt plauſi- 
ble obections that are made againſt it. To be- 
gin then with the 7 


Object. 1. FIRST; it is alledg d that « Chriſt 
« js the only Head and King of his Church, and 
ce that for any power upon earth to preſcribe in 


« matters of religion, is to invade his right and . 


« property, and exerciſe dominion over the ſer- 
« yants of another maſter.” 


Anſiw. So far as this objet7;on relates to 


thoſe ſpiritual powers which are claim d and ex- 


erciſed by the paſtors of the Church, I am not 
concern d with it in this place. But ſo far as it re- 


lates to the interpoſition of the civil powers, it 
Prov. xx. 8. 2 


may 
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may be caſily removed, by obſerving that this can 
be no more inconſiſtent with the ſupream autho- 
_rity of Chriſt, than their making laws as to our 
temporal concerns is with the government of Pro- 
vidence. For, that God governs the world, and 
diſpenſes his mercies or his judgments” in every 
event; that he has likewiſe given us a rule of ac- 
tion, which cannot be ſuperſeded by any human 
authority ; will be readily confeſſed by them who 
have taken any pains to underſtand either God or 
themſelves. And yet who would infer from either 
of theſe principles, that the care of the magiſtrate is 
needleſs, or that he uſurps on the divine preroga- 
tive, when he calculates his laws for the good of 
the ſoelety, and adds the ſanction of proportion- 
able penalties? He plainly becomes in that caſe 

the miniſter of Providence, rather than encroach- 
es ot uſurps upon it. In like manner therefore 
when Chriſt is acknowledg d to be the only lau- 
giver, who has the diſpoſal of life and een 5 
nation i, and has given out a ſyſtem of religion 
which none may contradict: yet why muſt it 
from hence be argued, that the princes of the 
earth exceed theit province, ik they enforce his 
precepts with new ſanctions of their own, and ſo 
become the inſtruments whereby he is pleaſed to 
make good his promiſe of protecting and perpetu- 
ating his Church ? Surely this application of their 
power for the enforcement! of his laws, implies 
rather an acknowledgment, than any denial, of 
his being King of kings and RW of lords x. Again, 


Jam. iv, 12. | ed: xvii. 14.and xix. 16. 
| Object. 
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Object. 2. SECONDLY, it is objected, that 


| « this uſe of the magiſtrate's, authority, muſt 
© needs be very hazardous and full of 


2 


ce becauſe if he ſhould happen to miſtake (as it is 


ce often ſeen) in his notions of religion, then in- 
c ſtead of propagating truth and found doctrine, 


« he will become the inſtrument of OY 


4 ertor and fal ſhood in the world.” 
Anfw. Bur what is there in this objettion, 


which. might not bealledg'd, with equal ſtrength, 


againſt any human management or proceeding, 
whatſoever? Is not every parent and, maſker of a; 


family obliged to inſtruct his children and'dome- 


ſticks in the principles of morality at leaſt, good 


neighbourhood and good manners? And yet . 


it be judged impoſſible for him e ſuch 
matters? or ſhall the poſſibility of, his miſtaking, 
be thought to ſet akdec either his right or his duty 
in this particular? Again, ought nat every preach- 
er of religion to teach the people committed to 
his charge with wards of truth and ſoberneſs.' ? 
And yet is not he himſelf liable to be deceiy'd, 
and capable of being impoſed on with the gtoſſ- 


eſt fal foods under the —— of 


truth? Or if it be replied that theſe axe rather me- 
thods of perſuaſion, than acts of power and au- 


thority : I would: ask once more, is. not the civil. 
magiſtrate, whether ſupream ot ſubordinate.,. 


bound to adminiſter juſtice? And ate not his acts, 


in that reſpect, deem'd valid and ee 


Acts x3vi. 25. 5 
And 


1 
77 
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And is he then only infallible in civil canſes? Or 
rather is he not liable to err in them as well. as. in 
eccleſiaſtical? And why ſhould that pollibility of 
erting, which is-no- bar to his authority in one re- 
ſpect, be. eſteem d ſo in the other? Surcly that 
way of reaſoning, can haye no firm foundation, 
vhich, if once admitted, muſt overthrow all hu- 
man authority, nay. and (if perſued- to its juſt 
conſequence). all- human action too, and intro- 
duce the an mod confuſion in matters . as 
well:as ſacred. 


Tas truth. is, all men . are obliged to conſidet 
ſeriouſly, and. uſe. all. proper methods to inform 
their judgmont. as to matters of religion. After 
this che Conviction of. their judgment will be- 


come. toi them. a. rule: of action, and- direct them 


in their reſgectixe ſtations and offices of life. If 
they be. men in private · ſtation, they; may content 
themſelves· with — diſcharge of all religi-· 
ous duties: but if they be men of publick cha- 
racter, they ſhould, in proportion to-thar authori- 
ty with which they arc inveſted, · be ſure to re- 
quite and. countenance the obſervance of them by 
others, and remember that the pablick-ſtate of re- 
ligion is as much their care and coneeen, as its pri- 
vate influence is that of each man in particular; 
and they, may, no. more neglect the- uſe of their 
authority, than others may that of their reſpec- 
tive faculties, . fox its. ſervice and ſupport; This 
indeed muſt bring them under ſtticter obligations 
to ſeriouſneſs in their inquities; becauſe: they en- 
Wee: not t only. for „ but like wiſe for 
the 
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the direction of that influence which they have 
on others. ra 107 WR 4 
mn ir DICH p 1 {10169 
Nor ar ey are bound to ſearch into the 
depths of every controverſy that ma ariſe, with 
relation either to faith or practice] It is enough 
that they be ſatisfied of the great articles of faith, 
and the general rules or maxims of behaviour: 
And as for the diſcuſſion of particular queſtions 
and ſubtilties that ſhall ariſe, that may be refer d 
to perſons of greater opportunity and leiſure, 
whoſe integrity as well as their abilities are liable 
to no ſuſpicion. For as there is no doubt but the 
civil magiſtrate may uphold and encourage the 
due adminiſtration of juſtice, without being 


himſelf maſter of all thoſe caſes in —— 


which are the ſtudy of a particular profeſſion ; fo 
it may be reaſonably allowed him to ſupport and 
countenance the profeſſion of true religion, with- 
out having read over the Fathers and the School- 
men, or being able to reply to every ſubrile 
and ſophiſtical ner. 


Object. 3. Tuinprr, the next it pen that is 
urged againſt this power of the magiſtrate, is, 
that “ by this means men may be forced to 


« outward profeſſions, which ſhall flatly con- 


+; tradict the periuation of their own minds.” 


| Anſw. Bur will this happen more in \ ae; 


ſiaſtical than civil matters? or is not the conſtraint 
the ſame, if the ſupream powers ſhould pre- 
ſcribe any action in civil life, for the ſafety * 
pre- 
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Preſervation df the community, which their 
ſubjects perceive to be inconſiſtent with the laws 
of God, and the ance of their duty to 
bim? In both caſes the rule of the Apoſtle is 
Alike applicable, that they ſhould obey and hearker 
wnto God rather than unto men u, and adhere 
to what is right and true with all its diſadvan- 
tages, rather than cloſe in with any falſhood 
or iniquity, however eſtabliſhed by 4 lau n. Only 
as on one hand it concerns thoſe who govern, ſo 
to temper their ſeverities with charity, that whilſt 
their main end is ſecured, they may incline men 
to comply, rather from principle of conſcience, 
than from hypocriſy and worldly motives; ſo on 
the other hand it muſt concern their ſubjects, 
to lay ande all prejudice and partiality, that they 
* ot, thro a falſe perſuaſion, reject the juſt 
commands of their fuperiors, nor abuſe the ſa- 
cred name of cunſcience as a colour for their 
contumacy. But if either ſide be defective as 
to their duty in this matter, that will not af. 
fect the queſtion of authority :; The magiſtrate 
will ſtill be authoriſed to extend his juriſdiction 
to religious cauſes, and his ſubjects will be bound 
either to render an active obedience to his laws, 
or to ſuſtain with patience the penalties annex- 

ed to them. | WE bY 


Ar the objettions, witich have hitherto been 
mentioned, ate formed upon a ſhew of reaſon- 


* Ads iv. 19. and v. 29. 
a Pfal xCiV. 20, 7 F 


E 2 | ing; 


6 3 


lags but upon ſuu- 1calons as ould hae 
gather as much force, againſt any exerciſe of 
human power at all, 25 they have againſt the 
-£x£rcile of it in matters of religion; and there- 
fore muſt be allowed to have no manner of 
force, becauſe that which depends on ſuch pein- 
ciples as would prove too much, is really ſuſli- 
cient to prove nothing at all But 1 2939 


148 


(24jett, 4. Foun THLY, there is one-won- 
derful objection yet behind, taken from an ex- 
ample in Scripture of a civil magiſtrate, ho 
did actually reſuſe to concern himſelf in ſome 
matters of religion. And who was that, but 
„ Callio the deputy of Aeluia? who when the 
« Jews wade inſurrect im agamſt Paul, and ac- 
* cuſed him e men 10 wor 
K. — — N f 
„ antwcr ; by ap matter of wrong or 
* wicked lewdneſs,, O ye Jews, reaſon would 
& that 1 ould bear with poi But if it le 4 

ueſtion off words, and names, 8 
4 2 e 
TOS matters. 


Auſiu. Bur ** ever a a now, | 
that the example of Gallio was fit to be propoſed 
to the imitation ofa Chriſtian Magiſtrate > Who 
ever thought bis character ſufficient to outweigh 
the general conſent and practice of mankind ſup- 
ported by the reaſon of the thing it oy and 


Acts xviii. 12, 133 4517. 
the 


them with this 


e bore ._7 'of reyelarton) er n 
7 bt N {his inffatet of his cet, to 
| be ment dic £6 His commictAatibh by St. Natz 


he bert verſe we ate ned 
L n 7 em from oo ho ibn 1 — 
tho the Sigh 


outrage 2 — — * ah 


preſence upon the chief ruler of the 6 
. yet 2 it, is e cared. for none fee thoſe 


ge 
7 ND yet tit Gatirs nie wet allowed to 
onab!l yo _ 


have been "aſt and re 
ſide the putpoſe of che dil Min bel bn e 


cauſe then de cnc not between firch 
FE. as profeſſed the N eſtabliſhed by 
oman laws, willen was Pag ſm, and lach 


< 33 did oppoſe it; not * It 05 rly affett the 
N controverlies 0 MX Kin 1 ſcaret 
haye thonght Timſdfat Mice 78 refule paſſiung 
judgment in ſuch mattets f) at it Was bet 
Jews or Janes and ſuch as Were fally . 
Rrufted by St. Paul in the doarine of Chri- 
ſtian liberty, Among theſe it was diſputed, 
whether Jeſus were the on ng 7as ; and 
i he were, whether his coming boliſhed' 
the Moſaick Inſtitutions. Ant then * is no 
wonder, if Gallio, continuing 4 Heachen, and 
equally deſpiſing both . thould refuſe to 
concern himſelf with ſuch queſtions, or fet up 
for an arbiter of thoſe difpates, which he nei⸗ 


-» ther underſtood, not thought it worth his _ 
Acts xviii. 16. | „ | 


to 


to examine. So that this 14 0 11 wh 
is pick d up, from among the yarious hiſtories 
of all ages and of all nations, being utterly 
impertinent as to the matter in hand, muſt needs 
be altogether inſufficient to overthrow the 4d 
thority of the civil powers in matters of reli- 
gion. 


I remains for me now only in the 


III. 1. Tarxviand. laſt place to make 
ſome inferences from the ſubject I have been 
treating of, with relation to me duty both of 


ne and re * 


* 1. FIRs 1, if. ſuch, as we 7% 
be his duty and authority ; of what impor- 
tance ſhould he think it te himſelf, and to the 
community over which he preſides, that he be 
rightly inſtructed in his notions of religion, and 
firſt ſatisfied in his own judgment of What is 
right and true, before he preſcribes it as a rule 
for the practice or belief of others? The er- 
ror of a ſingle perſon might perhaps de tole- 
rable, if there were no danger of , ſpreading 
to the prejudice of others: But when we con- 
ſider the great miſchiefs that muſt follow the 
error of a magiſtrate, whether by the propaga- 
tion of it among the people, or by oppreſſing 
thoſe who are too wiſe to be deluded ; this ſurely 
muſt bring him under ſtricter obligations, than - 
private men, to ſeriouſneſs in his enquiries, and 
with _—_— Solomon 1 to apply himſelf by humble 

prayer 


_ 2 bleſſing, that God 
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as the author and fountain of 
4 REN would grant him a wiſe and 
ne art to govern the ny com. 
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poſtles precept, ſhould} add their interceſſions, 
for kings; + "ut an all that are in authority, 
that ue — 


and peaceable life 
in all g —— They ſhould 
be * to * in the pub 
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feredd up. for the a aus mindful of 
the Plalmitt's requeſt de the king thy ; 
ments O Go and arighteouſne(s5 r ants F 
de . hoped, un- 


ting en Aſter 
e ſins of the e should avert fo great 
vould grant them his 
enpthcir publick” acts, that ſo 
(in the expteſſi f the wiſeman) 4 di. 
vine ſtutence” may be in the lips of 
and hit mouth 22 wow o be, in 1 
| Re. $ „ 1 
% 9 ena Som. 2d ing by 
% ener, Aſter ſuch inform. 
tion of the” truth: of religion, I would hope, 
"to be cxeated from the blame of dictating or 
preſcribing to my ſuperiors, if I humbly beg 
leave! to; temind them of What has beef al- 
2 prov d, their —_ "0" AR andſup. 
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Fo bold, that, his. is attended with duty 1 
as well as ignity : And: iß th G „ 
of executing it be a matter fit to be referd te 
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mainhenance 7 true gp „ | 
death, and, thay ſaverer- — of th law by 
q eh, propotia ec t@ arror- in opinion, 
RG, rather _ e aquntenanes: Hypo- 
640 0 „ ande f \ prejudice in gers; 
yet, there is. no dau e thei leon 
may. be diſcreetly, m if” nos to pe 
9 2 truth themſelves, (which may be Hop- 
for. wa cgurſc of tim ayes ati loaſt to re. 
den them. from, ſpreadi it-contagion, and 
drawing ners to their, pattys The cv pows 
ers again have certain favouts to beſtow, *whichz 
ſince no one has a right to cla them may. . 
by them be turned into ſuc n es, 
that they ſhall water and entich f gardenco > A 
God,  encqurage the faithful: Chan,” and?" 
help the, better to ſecure him againft tempta- 
t. on to apoſtacy, Thate are cer eee oi 
Aiſccutagement g, as theyr arc callech off lade 
there ate. certaig profits and: privileges 1 5 
confer d in civil community, from which te, 
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nce, Whatever it be, ought to be em- 
99 ptofeſvd by all his ſabjeas: But it 
tem to conſider with — 
and 9 minds, and then to pay a chearful 


obedience; wherever it may be done with true TY N 5 
Honour and 4 | aking 
heed that they 


zonſcience : 
no cauſeleſs 
nor under the i e of a ſcrupulous 
tender conſcience, allow themſelves to gratif 


a froward and gunlaying, a worldly or abt " 
tious Spirit. 9 We : | 


Bur if, after all, his regulations ot 1 


ſuch as they find cannot te go 


trines of truth, or with tlie Hare Snort 
neſs; then meekneſs and patibliee are thoſe 
chriſtian yirtues in which they Ma labour wo 
excel; nd private hands may be allowed to te- 
dreſs public gtievances, by. noiſe and faction, 
by arms and violence, but if humble remon- 
firances and ſupplications ſhould àwai them ger 
thing, it will then be their duty to ſubmit 6 
any penalties rather than forfeit their integrity; 
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